Vendor  Information
The Lapeer County Master Gardener Program is coordinating the food service at the Michigan Gourd Festival, August 26-28, 2011 at the Eastern Michigan Fairgrounds, Imlay City, Michigan.  Any profits made from selling vendor space for local producers at this event will go to the Lapeer Master Gardener Association, a non-profit, self funded organization with many community service projects in Lapeer County.
What we are interested in is promoting locally grown or produced products.  We want both food that can be consumed on site and food that could be purchased and carried out.   Not everything you sell needs to be local, but the majority of the food sold should be Michigan grown.   If you have a question about this please talk to us.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are limiting vendors who sell food for consumption on site to 4 to help you make some profit. Vendors of other products like produce, eggs,  jelly, honey, maple syrup and other things will not be restricted, provided they are local producers and satisfy health department rules for the sale of their products.  
You are responsible for seeing that your booth and food service meets all health department rules and regulations.  Any licenses required are your responsibility as are any fees or fines imposed by regulatory agencies.  Any vendor who is violation of food service regulations will be asked to leave.  The event carries liability for anything relating to the grounds but you are responsible for any liability claims arising from products you sell or you or any employees’ actions.  
There is inside seating available for customers to eat their food.   Modern restrooms with hand washing facilities are nearby.  You are responsible for all items relating to your booth, including cooking equipment, refrigeration, tables and canopies.  The booths will be set up outside, in the open.  You can have as much space as you need to set up and comfortably run your booth.   The food booths will be set up in one location near the fairgrounds entrance.
Hours of operation are 10 am to 6 pm on the 26th and 27th, 10-5 pm on the 28th.   The grounds will be open earlier to set up.  You and your help will not be charged to enter.    Campsites are available on site.
No Styrofoam containers can be used for food concessions.  Paper and other decomposable containers must be used.   No beverages can be sold as that concession is taken.   Containers for recycling will be on the grounds.
The cost for food vendors who require electricity and water will be $50.00 per day or $100.00 for 3 days.  For a simple booth space selling packaged foods and not needing electricity and water the cost is $15 per day or $40 for three days. Payment must be made by August 10, 2011.  No refunds will be made after August 20.   No guarantee of profits will be made.  The festival will be held regardless of weather.
To apply for a food products booth, fill out the enclosed application and return it by July 1, 2011. Contact Kim Willis Lapeer MSUE , 810-667-0344 or email willis15@msu.edu
Application for food concession - Grow Michigan - Michigan Gourd Festival, August 26-28

Name of business____________________________________________________________________
Name of owner______________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________
Phone_________________________________email________________________________________
What food products do you want to sell?__________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Is the food grown locally?_______________________________________________________________
Do you have a permit from the health department for food service? ( if required for the food you intend to sell)_______________________________________________________________________________
How many employees will you be using at your booth? ________________________________________
What size booth space will you need?______________________________________________________
What kind of booth do you have?  Trailer? Canopy? Table? _____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Do you need water hook up?_____________________________________________________________
Do you need electricity? _________________________________________________________________
What days do you want a booth for?   26-28_______26 only ______27 only________
Will you be camping on the grounds? ______________________________________________________      Campsites are available on the grounds, showers available, electric, water and sewer hook-up. 

 Do Not send money with application.  We will bill you after your application is approved.
Return applications to Master Gardener program:  attn. Kim Willis, 287 W. Nepessing,  Ste 1, Lapeer, Mi. 48727
Please note: filling out and application does not guarantee you booth space.  You will be notified within 10 days of receipt of the application if you are accepted.
